FARMING SKILLS EVALUATION – 2011
Please evaluate your level of competency in each of the areas listed below. 
Please evaluate all of the areas listed, even if you have no experience and/or the topic seems non-applicable to you.

	
	Beginning of Season
	End of Season

	1. Soil Fertility
	No exposure
	Some exposure
	Some exposure & some competency
	Advanced level competency
	Full

competency
	No exposure
	Some exposure
	Some exposure & some competency
	Advanced level competency
	Full

competency

	Understanding the basics of soil health/quality
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Soil testing
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Organic matter management
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Calculating nutrient needs
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Fundamentals of composting
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Hand built compost
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Manure windrows
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Seeding cover crops
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Selecting cover crops for fertility needs
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	2. Bed/Field Preparation
	No exposure
	Some exposure
	Some exposure & some competency
	Advanced level competency
	Full

competency
	No exposure
	Some exposure
	Some exposure & some competency
	Advanced level competency
	Full

competency

	Primary tillage/incorporating organic matter
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Cultivation
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Rototiller use
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Tractor and spading machine use
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Secondary tillage/seed bed preparation
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Bed-shaping with hand tools
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Cover-cropping
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5


	
	Beginning of Season
	End of Season

	3. Plants
	No exposure
	Some exposure
	Some exposure & some competency
	Advanced level competency
	Full

competency
	No exposure
	Some exposure
	Some exposure & some competency
	Advanced level competency
	Full

competency

	Seedling biology
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Concepts of crop botany
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Weed biology
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Yields
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5


	4. Greenhouse Management
	No exposure
	Some exposure
	Some exposure & some competency
	Advanced level competency
	Full

competency
	No exposure
	Some exposure
	Some exposure & some competency
	Advanced level competency
	Full

competency

	How to create propagation media
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Seeding in flats/trays
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Pricking out seedlings
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Judging water needs
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Watering
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Hardening off
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Monitoring pests in greenhouse
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Managing pests in greenhouse
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	5. Plant Care & Culture
	No exposure
	Some exposure
	Some exposure & some competency
	Advanced level competency
	Full

competency
	No exposure
	Some exposure
	Some exposure & some competency
	Advanced level competency
	Full

competency

	Irrigation
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Trellising
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Suckering
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Climate control/shading
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Pollinating
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Supplemental Fertilizing
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5


	
	Beginning of Season
	End of Season

	6. Weeds
	No exposure
	Some exposure
	Some exposure & some competency
	Advanced level competency
	Full

competency
	No exposure
	Some exposure
	Some exposure & some competency
	Advanced level competency
	Full

competency

	Weed identification
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Weed biology 
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Hand tool cultivation
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Mechanical cultivation – small cultivating tractor – belly mounted
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Mechanical cultivation - knives
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Natural & plastic mulching
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Sharpening tools
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Ergonomic tool use
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	
	
	

	
	Beginning of Season
	End of Season

	7. Disease
	No exposure
	Some exposure
	Some exposure & some competency
	Advanced level competency
	Full

competency
	No exposure
	Some exposure
	Some exposure & some competency
	Advanced level competency
	Full

competency

	Monitoring
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Disease identification
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Collecting/ sending good samples
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Biology of plant pathogens
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Disease triangle
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Recognize abiotic diseases
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Cultural controls
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	OMRI approved chemical controls
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Selecting disease resistant cultivars
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	How to calibrate a sprayer
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5


	8. Insect Pests
	No exposure
	Some exposure
	Some exposure & some competency
	Advanced level competency
	Full

competency
	No exposure
	Some exposure
	Some exposure & some competency
	Advanced level competency
	Full

competency

	Monitoring for insects
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Insect pest ID
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Beneficial insect ID
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	How to recognize insect damage symptoms
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	IPM damage thresholds
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Selecting control measures
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5


	9. Harvest/Post-Harvest
	No exposure
	Some exposure
	Some exposure & some competency
	Advanced level competency
	Full

competency
	No exposure
	Some exposure
	Some exposure & some competency
	Advanced level competency
	Full

competency

	Judging readiness for harvest
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Harvesting
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Washing & packing for multiple market outlets
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Dry & cold storage
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Collecting & processing seed
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5


	10. Farm Planning
	No exposure
	Some exposure
	Some exposure & some competency
	Advanced level competency
	Full

competency
	No exposure
	Some exposure
	Some exposure & some competency
	Advanced level competency
	Full

competency

	Creating greenhouse schedules
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Creating seeding/transplanting schedules
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Projecting yields
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Planning crop rotations
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Form succession plans
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Calculating nutrient applications
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Market analysis
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Creating market plans
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Generating farm budgets
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Weed management plans
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Insect/disease management plans
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	
	Beginning of Season
	End of Season

	11. Equipment Use
	No exposure
	Some exposure
	Some exposure & some competency
	Advanced level competency
	Full

competency
	No exposure
	Some exposure
	Some exposure & some competency
	Advanced level competency
	Full

competency

	Hand tool use & maintenance
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Tractor safety/emergency procedure
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Other power equipment safety/emergency procedures
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Basic operation
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Routine maintenance
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	When to use tractor attachments
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5


	12. Farm design/management
	No exposure
	Some exposure
	Some exposure & some competency
	Advanced level competency
	Full

competency
	No exposure
	Some exposure
	Some exposure & some competency
	Advanced level competency
	Full

competency

	Whole farm planning: consideration of land, financing, markets, etc.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Farm business plan development & writing
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Seasonal planning and planting strategies
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Recordkeeping & Accounting
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Organic Certification
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Computer literacy
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Water drainage management
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5


	
	Beginning of Season
	End of Season

	13. Marketing
	No exposure
	Some exposure
	Some exposure & some competency
	Advanced level competency
	Full

competency
	No exposure
	Some exposure
	Some exposure & some competency
	Advanced level competency
	Full

competency

	Direct—CSA & Farmers’ Markets
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Wholesale—Restaurants
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Customer service/outreach
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Newsletter production
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Value-added production
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5


	14. Community Living & Life Skills
	No exposure
	Some exposure
	Some exposure & some competency
	Advanced level competency
	Full

competency
	No exposure
	Some exposure
	Some exposure & some competency
	Advanced level competency
	Full

competency

	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Group dynamics/relationships with others on the farm
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5


	15. Conservation Practices
	No exposure
	Some exposure
	Some exposure & some competency
	Advanced level competency
	Full

competency
	No exposure
	Some exposure
	Some exposure & some competency
	Advanced level competency
	Full

competency

	Buffer zones
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Woodlot management
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Water management
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5











6

