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	Emerging Opportunities to Enhance Viability and Support of Small Farms in New York 
(in order of priority based upon 49 responses)



DOWNSTATE Results


1. Identify ALTERNATIVE FINANCING STRATEGIES accessible to small farms 
2. Develop FOOD DISTRIBUTION STRATEGIES (e.g. collaborative marketing, product pooling and trucking, food hubs) to expand small farm access to local and regional markets 
3. DOCUMENT ECONOMIC IMPACT OF SMALL FARMS on their communities to increase investment in and support of small farms 
4. Advocate for GREATER INVESTMENT IN SMALL FARM SERVICES (i.e. research, extension and education)   
5. Develop new and/or expand existing LIVESTOCK PROCESSING FACILITIES 
6. Develop and promote affordable ENERGY CONSERVATION AND RENEWABLE ENERGY SOURCES for small farms
7. Evaluate LIVESTOCK PROCESSING REGULATIONS AND POLICY for impact on small farms 
8. Develop strategies to expand on AGRICULTURAL LAND ACCESS
9. RECRUIT YOUTH, MINORITIES, AND MILITARY VETERANS into farming 
10. Conduct trainings on ALTERNATIVE LIVESTOCK PRODUCTION AND MARKETING STRATEGIES to overcome processing bottlenecks
11. Expand support for SMALL FARMS PRODUCING IN URBAN AREAS 
12. Evaluate and promote profitable VALUE-ADDED PROCESSING OF MILK (e.g. yogurt, cheese) to expand market opportunities for small dairies 
13. Conduct research and education on FOOD SAFETY RISKS of small farms
14. Expand GRAZING EDUCATION AND RESEARCH
15. Identify novel technologies/practices to improve viability of SMALL DAIRY FLUID MILK PRODUCTION 
16. [bookmark: _GoBack]Expand production and processing of LOCAL BIOMASS AND BIOFUELS for small farms 
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